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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in response to Application filed on August 5, 2006 in which claims 1-10 
are presented for examination. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-10 are pending of which Claims 1 and 10 are in independent form. 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of Group I and further elected Species II, 
Claims 1-4 and 6-9 in the reply filed on September 18, 2008 is acknowledged. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference character "537" has been used to designate both hinge point and 
second "U" shaped part (See Figure 6a). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 
37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
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notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 4, 7, and 8 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple 
dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). 

4. Claims 7 and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: these 
claims depend from cancelled Claim 5. Appropriate correction is required 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kostelac (USPN 6,108,817). 

Regarding Claim 1, Kostelac discloses a hand-utility interface for use in 
protecting a user's hand during utility tasks comprising a foamed block body (1, Col. 2, 
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lines 8-14) having a plurality of finger-receiving channels defined therein (7); and palm 
support means for securing said interface to the palm of a user's hand (Fig. 3), wherein 
the finger-receiving channels snugly receive the fingers of said user's hand such that in 
use, the palm support means and the finger-receiving channels secure the interface to 
the user's hand (Fig. 3; Col. 2, lines 20-27). 

Regarding Claim 2, Kostelac discloses wherein body defines a uniform work 
surface (Fig. 1). 

Regarding Claim 3, Kostelac discloses wherein the foamed block body 
comprises viscoelastic foam material (Col. 2, lines 8-14, where polyurethane can be a 
viscoelasticfoam). 

7. Claims 1, 2/1, 3/2/1, 3/1, 4/3/2/1, 4/3/1, 4/2/1, 4/1, 6/4/3/2/1, 6/4/3/1, 6/4/2/1, 
6/4/1, 8/6/4/3/2/1, 8/6/4/3/1, 8/6/4/2/1, 8/6/4/1, 8/4/3/2/1, 8/4/3/1, 8/4/2/1, 8/4/1, 8/3/2/1, 
8/3/1, 8/2/1, 8/1, 9/8/6/4/3/2/1, 9/8/6/4/3/1, 9/8/6/4/2/1, 9/8/6/4/1, 9/8/4/3/2/1, 9/8/4/3/1, 
9/8/4/2/1, 9/8/4/1, 9/8/3/2/1, 9/8/3/1, 9/8/2/1, and 9/8/1 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Powell (WO 02/087406). 

Regarding Claim 1, Powell discloses a hand-utility interface (2) for use in 
protecting a user's hand during utility tasks comprising a foamed block body (18; Pg. 3, 
Para. 7) having a plurality of finger-receiving channels defined therein (10); and palm 
support means for securing said interface to the palm of a user's hand (Pg. 6, Para. 5), 
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wherein the finger-receiving channels snugly receive the fingers of said user's hand 
such that in use, the palm support means and the finger-receiving channels secure the 
interface to the user's hand (Pg. 5, second full paragraph). 

Regarding Claim 2/1, Powell discloses wherein body defines a uniform work 
surface (Pg. 3, Para. 7). 

Regarding Claim 3/2/1 and 3/1, Powell discloses wherein the foamed block body 
comprises viscoelastic foam material (Pg. 20, third full paragraph, where it states the 
material is flexible but resilient, both properties of viscoelastic foam, (see applicants 
specification on Pg. 3)). 

Regarding Claim 4/3/2/1, 4/3/1, 4/2/1, and 4/1, Powell discloses wherein finger- 
retaining means are provided to one or more of the finger-receiving channels (4). 

Regarding Claim 6/4/3/2/1, 6/4/3/1, 6/4/2/1, and 6/4/1, Powell discloses wherein 
said finger-retaining means comprise finger grips provided to the one or more finger- 
receiving channels (4, Pg. 14, paragraph starting "Referring now"; Pg. 5, first full 
paragraph). 
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Regarding Claim 8/6/4/3/2/1, 8/6/4/3/1, 8/6/4/2/1, 8/6/4/1, 8/4/3/2/1, 8/4/3/1, 
8/4/2/1, 8/4/1, 8/3/2/1, 8/3/1, 8/2/1, and 8/1, Powell discloses wherein the palm support 
means comprises one or more resilient yokes (Pg. 6, Para. 5). 

Regarding Claim 9/8/6/4/3/2/1, 9/8/6/4/3/1, 9/8/6/4/2/1, 9/8/6/4/1, 9/8/4/3/2/1, 
9/8/4/3/1, 9/8/4/2/1, 9/8/4/1, 9/8/3/2/1, 9/8/3/1, 9/8/2/1, and 9/8/1, Powell discloses 
wherein said one or more resilient yokes comprises hinged parts movable from an open 
to closed configuration (Pg. 20, first and second full paragraphs, where it states that 
each arm is independently movable which would indicate a hinged structure where the 
move from an open state, before the hand is inserted, and to a closed state, after the 
hand is inserted). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 7/6/4/3/2/1 , 7/6/4/3/1 , 7/6/4/2/1 , 7/6/4/1 , 7/4/3/2/1 , 7/4/3/1 , 7/4/2/1 , 7/4/1 , 
7/3/2/1, 7/3/1, 7/2/1, 7/1, 8/7/6/4/3/2/1, 8/7/6/4/3/1, 8/7/6/4/2/1, 8/7/6/4/1, 8/7/4/3/2/1, 
8/7/4/3/1, 8/7/4/2/1, 8/7/4/1, 8/7/3/2/1, 8/7/3/1, 8/7/2/1, 8/7/1, 8/6/4/3/2/1, 8/6/4/3/1, 
8/6/4/2/1, 8/6/4/1, 8/4/3/2/1, 8/4/3/1, 8/4/2/1, 8/4/1, 8/3/2/1, 8/3/1, 8/2/1, 8/1, 
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9/8/7/6/4/3/2/1, 9/8/7 76) '4/3/1, 9/8/7/6/4/2/1, 9/8/7/6/4/1, 9/8/7/4/3/2/1, mil I Aim, 

mm Aim, mm An, 9/8/7/3/2/1, 9/8/7/3/1, 9/8/7/2/1, 9/8/7/1, 9/8/6/4/3/2/1, 9/8/6/4/3/1, 
9/8/6/4/2/1, 9/8/6/4/1, 9/8/4/3/2/1, 9/8/4/3/1, mi Aim, mi An, 9/8/3/2/1, 9/8/3/1, 9/8/2/1, 

and 9/8/1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Powell 
(WO 02/087406) in view of Pease (USPN 1,528,026). 

Regarding Claim 7/6/4/3/2/1, 7/6/4/3/1, 7/6/4/2/1, 7/6/4/1, 7/4/3/2/1, 7/4/3/1, 
7/4/2/1, 7/4/1, 7/3/2/1, 7/3/1, 7/2/1, and 7/1, Powell discloses the invention substantially 
as claimed above. However, Powell does not specifically disclose wherein the foamed 
block body is symmetric in form such as to be suitable for ambidextrous use. Pease 
teaches a spongy, i.e, foam like, block body (A) for cleaning that is symmetrical in form 
that is suitable for ambidextrous use (Pg. 1, lines 103-106) to make the handling and 
use of the body more convenient. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have made the body of Powell symmetrical for 
ambidextrous use, as taught by Pease, to make the handling and use of the body more 
convenient. 

Regarding Claim 8/7/6/4/3/2/1, 8/7/6/4/3/1, 8/7/6/4/2/1, 8/7/6/4/1, 8/7/4/3/2/1, 
8/7/4/3/1, 8/7/4/2/1, 8/7/4/1, 8/7/3/2/1, 8/7/3/1, 8/7/2/1, 8/7/1, and 8/1, Powell discloses 
wherein the palm support means comprises one or more resilient yokes (Pg. 6, Para. 5). 
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Regarding Claim 9/8/7/6/4/3/2/1, 9/8/7/6/4/3/1, 9/8/7/6/4/2/1, 9/8/7/6/4/1, 
9/8/7/4/3/2/1, 9/8/7/4/3/1, 9/8/7/4/2/1, 9/8/7/4/1, 9/8/7/3/2/1, 9/8/7/3/1, 9/8/7/2/1, 9/8/7/1, 
and 9/8/1, Powell discloses wherein said one or more resilient yokes comprises hinged 
parts movable from an open to closed configuration (Pg. 20, first and second full 
paragraphs, where it states that each arm is independently movable which would 
indicate a hinged structure where the move from an open state, before the hand is 
inserted, and to a closed state, after the hand is inserted). 



Conclusion 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Note the designs of the user hand interfaces of Arnold (USPN 
2,695,999), Sandusky (US PG Pub 2001/0047534), Kirchner (USPN 2,505,409), and 
Nankivell (USPN 4,516,774). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AMBER R. ANDERSON whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 270-5281 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur, 8am - 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/AMBER R ANDERSON/ October 23, 2008 

Examiner, Art Unit 3765 



/Gary L. Welch/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3765 



